Controls were contacted up to three times in the case of no response. Questionnaires with missing data were returned, and cases and controls were offered an interview by phone (controls) or by the participating nurse (cases).
The larynx is the site of 1-5% of all new cases of cancer among Danish males and of 0*30% among females.' Cancer of the larynx is still a rare disease, but the incidence rates have increased during recent decades, especially among males.2
The association between alcohol and tobacco and laryngeal cancer is well known,"8 but the quantitative effect of alcohol and tobacco combined has only recently been studied.7 This paper adds risk assessment for the combined effect of alcohol and tobacco according to site specific cancers of the larynx. The data used were collected primarily to study the possible occupational aetiology of laryngeal cancer.9
Materials and methods
The investigation was performed as a case control study. All Interaction of alcohol and tobacco as risk factors in cancer of the laryngeal region Rothmann," which is the ratio of the observed effect of joint exposure to the effect predicted from the sum of effects of each factor acting separately. In this study cancer patients drank alcohol more often in the form of beer, but this association is not 168 necessarily of a causal nature. It might be the result of confounding by social class, since beer drinking is more predominant among working class people, who have a high incidence rate of laryngeal cancer."' We have included broad socioeconomic groups in the statistical model which did reduce the odds ratio, but residual confounding could explain the remaining association. Whether or not beer is a special risk factor for laryngeal cancer needs to be studied further.
